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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination 

With respect to the decision of the Board of Appeals dated November 22, 2005, 
the examiner has specific knowledge of the existence of a particular reference or 
references that indicate the non-patentability of the appealed claims. Prosecution on 
the merits of this application is reopened on claims 5-7,9-10, and 12-15, which are 
considered unpatentable for the reasons indicated below. 

The period under 37 CFR 1 .304 for seeking court review of the decision by the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered November 22, 2005, with respect 
to claims 1-4 and 1 1 has expired and no further action has been taken by appellant. 
The proceedings as to the rejected claims are considered terminated; see 37 CFR 
1.197(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 5-6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Steinberg (US Patent # 6,891 ,567) in view of Creamer et al. (US Patent # 
6,930,709). 
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2. In regard to claim 5, note Steinberg discloses the use of a system including a 
plurality of digital cameras, docking units, and a service provider to permit the digital 
camera to be coupled to a communication channel (column 4, lines 14-19, the system 
includes a plurality of cameras that connect to a message server), comprising the digital 
camera including a viewable display (column 3, lines 58-60 and figure 2: 48), a docking 
interface to permit the digital camera to be connected to the docking unit (column 3, 
lines 49-51 and figure 1: 24), the docking unit includes a connector for providing an 
electrical connection with the docking interface in the digital camera (column 3, lines 49- 
51 and figure 1: the cable 28 has a connector to connect with the docking interface 24), 
a network connection for interconnecting the docking unit to the channel (column 3, 
lines 45-51 and figure 1: the network 20 is connected to the service provider 12) and the 
service provider including a memory for storing a plurality of user accounts (column 4, 
lines 14-19; and figure 1:12 and figure 3A: 58), each identifying particular content 
categories previously selected by a particular user (column 4, lines 41-55; column 5, 
lines 25-45; and figure 3A: 58-59), and content information corresponding to the plurality 
of content categories (column 5, lines 36-39 and figure 3A: 56), and for communicating 
content information to a plurality of digital cameras associated with the plurality of user 
accounts (column 5, lines 46-55 and figure 3A: 80), whereby the content information, 
corresponding to content categories identified in the service account associated with 
each digital camera, is communicated over the communication channel to the plurality 
of digital cameras (column 5, lines 46-55 and figure 3A: 80), and the digital camera 
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receiving the content information and displaying the content information on the viewable 
display (column 5, lines 46-55 and figure 3A: 80). 

Therefore, it can be seen that Steinberg fails to disclose that the communication 
channel that is used is the Internet and that the camera has an image capture lens, an 
image sensor for receiving a visual image provided by the capture lens to produce an 
image signal, and a processor responsive to the image signal for producing a digital 
image so that the viewable display can respond to such image to provide a viewable 
image. 

However, in analogous art, Creamer discloses the use of the Internet as a 
communication channel to transfer data between a camera and a computer (column 12, 
lines 23-35) and that the camera has an image capture lens (column 29, lines 18-22), 
an image sensor for receiving a visual image provided by the capture lens to produce 
an image signal (column 29, lines 18-22), and a processor responsive to the image 
signal for producing a digital image so that the viewable display can respond to such 
image to provide a viewable image (column 29, lines 42-53). Creamer teaches that the 
use of the Internet as a communication channel is preferred in order to allow the user to 
transfer data from any where in the world (column 12, lines 23-35) and that the use of 
an image capture lens, an image sensor for receiving a visual image provided by the 
capture lens to produce an image signal, and a processor responsive to the image 
signal for producing a digital image so that the viewable display can respond to such 
image to provide a viewable image is preferred instead of an optical viewfinder in order 
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to show a more accurate representation of the scene that the camera will capture 
(column 29, lines 42-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the Steinberg device to include the use of the Internet as a communication channel to 
transfer data between a camera and a computer and that the camera has an image 
capture lens, an image sensor for receiving a visual image provided by the capture lens 
to produce an image signal, and a processor responsive to the image signal for 
producing a digital image so that the viewable display can respond to such image to 
provide a viewable image as suggested by Creamer in order to allow the user to 
transfer data from anywhere in the world and to preview a more accurate image that will 
be captured. 

3. In regard to claim 6, note Steinberg discloses that the service provider also 
communicates digital image files over the communication channel to the digital camera 
(column 6, lines 18-20; the communication of a graphical advertisement is considered to 
be the communication of a digital image file), and the digital camera receives and 
displays the digital image files on the viewable display (column 5, lines 46-55 and figure 
3A: 80), and as for the use of the Internet as the communication channel, this limitation 
is found in Creamer (column 12, lines 23-35). 

4. In regard to claim 12, which is a method claim, corresponding to the apparatus 
claim 5. Therefore, claim 12 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 5 above. 
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5. Claims 7, 9-10, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Steinberg (US Patent # 6,891 ,567) in view of Creamer et al. (US 
Patent # 6,930,709) and further in view of Panofsky et al. (US PGPub # 2002/0161476). 

6. In regard to claim 7, note the primary reference of Steinberg in view of Creamer 
discloses the use of a system including a plurality of digital cameras, docking units, and 
a service provider to permit the digital camera to be coupled to the Internet, wherein the 
service provider communicates content information to a plurality of digital cameras 
associated with a plurality of user accounts as claimed in claim 5 above. Therefore, it 
can be seen that the primary reference fails to disclose that the content categories 
include at least one sports team selected by a particular user. 

However, in analogous art, Panofsky discloses the use of a system for 
transferring digital files over the Internet to a portable device that includes content 
information that includes at least one sports team selected by a particular user 
(paragraph 0050). Panofsky teaches that the transfer of content information that 
includes at least one sports team selected by a particular user is preferred in order to 
provide the user with any pre-selected content needed by the user (paragraph 0050). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
primary device of Steinberg in view Creamer to include the transfer of content 
information that includes at least one sports team selected by a particular user, as 
suggested by Panofsky, in order to provide the user with any pre-selected content 
needed by the user. 
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7. In regard to claim 9, note the primary reference of Steinberg in view of Creamer 
discloses the use of a system including a plurality of digital cameras, docking units, and 
a service provider to permit the digital camera to be coupled to the Internet, wherein the 
service provider communicates content information to a plurality of digital cameras 
associated with a plurality of user accounts as claimed in claim 5 above. Therefore, it 
can be seen that the primary reference fails to disclose that the content categories 
include at least one stock selected by a particular user. 

However, in analogous art, Panofsky discloses the use of a system for 
transferring digital files over the Internet to a portable device that includes content 
information that includes at least one stock selected by a particular user (paragraph 
0050). Panofsky teaches that the transfer of content information that includes at least 
one stock selected by a particular user is preferred in order to provide the user with any 
pre-selected content needed by the user (paragraph 0050). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the primary device of Steinberg 
in view Creamer to include the transfer of content information that includes at least one 
stock selected by a particular user, as suggested by Panofsky, in order to provide the 
user with any pre-selected content needed by the user. 

8. In regard to claim 10, note the primary reference of Steinberg in view of Creamer 
discloses the use of a system including a plurality of digital cameras, docking units, and 
a service provider to permit the digital camera to be coupled to the Internet, wherein the 
service provider communicates content information to a plurality of digital cameras 
associated with a plurality of user accounts as claimed in claim 5 above. Therefore, it 
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can be seen that the primary reference fails to disclose that the content categories 
include at least one sports category, a news category and a financial category. 

However, in analogous art, Panofsky discloses the use of a system for 
transferring digital files over the Internet to a portable device that includes content 
information that includes at least one sports category, a news category and a financial 
category (paragraph 0050). Panofsky teaches that the transfer of content information 
that includes at least one sports category, a news category and a financial category is 
preferred in order to provide the user with any pre-selected content needed by the user 
(paragraph 0050). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the primary device of Steinberg in view Creamer to include the transfer of 
content information that includes at least one sports category, a news category and a 
financial category, as suggested by Panofsky, in order to provide the user with any pre- 
selected content needed by the user. 

9. In regard to claim 13, which is a method claim, corresponding to the apparatus 
claim 7. Therefore, claim 13 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 7 above. 

10. In regard to claim 14, which is a method claim, corresponding to the apparatus 
claim 9. Therefore, claim 14 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 9 above. 

11. In regard to claim 1 5, which is a method claim, corresponding to the apparatus 
claim 7. Therefore, claim 15 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 7 above. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US006721 001 B1 : note the use of a cradle that is used to connect a camera with 
a power source and a communication channel. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chriss S. Yoder, III whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7323. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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March 16, 2006 




